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July 30, 2021

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
245 Murray Lane SW

Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Mayorkas:

As Members of the House Judiciary Committee, we write to express our deep concern
about the devastating humanitarian situation in Cameroon. As a result of ongoing and deadly
armed conflicts across the country that have cost thousands of lives and left an estimated 4.4
million people in need of urgent humanitarian assistance, we ask that you take immediate steps
to designate Cameroon for Temporary Protected Status (TPS).! For the tens of thousands of
Cameroonians in the United States who are at risk of extreme violence, death, and displacement
if forced to return to their home country, urgent action is imperative.?

TPS is a temporary form of protection created by Congress to provide a haven for foreign
nationals in the United States who come from countries that are experiencing certain types of
humanitarian crises. Section 244(b)(1)(A) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) permits
the Secretary of Homeland Security to designate a country for TPS if there is an “ongoing armed
conflict” such that the return of nationals to that country would “pose a serious threat to their
personal safety.”> Cameroon—which is in the midst of multiple catastrophic armed conflicts—is
clearly eligible for a TPS designation pursuant to INA § 244(b)(1)(A).

Since late 2016, conflict between the government and armed separatists have displaced
nearly 1 million people in the Anglophone regions of Cameroon,* and a recent escalation of these
conflicts has increased civilian deaths to 4,000.° In the Far North region, Boko Haram continues
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to terrorize communities that do not share its apocalyptic worldview, including by using child
soldiers in suicide bombings of schools, mosques, and refugee camps.® Further, the Department
of State recently catalogued an extensive record of extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detentions,
torture, and targeted violence against marginalized populations by Cameroonian authorities in
response to the conflicts.’

Conditions in Cameroon have been worsened in recent years by other events. Since
2017, approximately 350,000 refugees have entered the eastern part of Cameroon, the majority
of which have fled the catastrophic civil war in the Central African Republic.® Due to this influx
of refugees and the ongoing armed conflicts, an estimated 1.1 million Cameroonians faced
severe acute food insecurity in 2020.° The COVID-19 pandemic has intensified the crisis in
Cameroon and extreme weather coupled with the violence have degraded infrastructure and
delayed the delivery of humanitarian aid and pandemic relief.!” Thus, it is no surprise that the
number of Cameroonians currently in need of humanitarian assistance has increased by 3.5
million since 2015,'! and that the number of displaced persons living in Cameroon now stands at
1.8 million, a 58% increase since 2018.!?

An estimated 40,000 Cameroonians living in the United States cannot return home to
these devastating conditions and are in desperate need of a lifeline. We strongly urge you to
designate Cameroon for TPS as swiftly as possible.

Sincerely,
Medll Dl P —
Jerrold Nadler Zoe Lofgren
Chairman Chair
House Judiciary Committee House Judiciary Committee,
Subcommittee on Immigration and
Citizenship
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/s/
Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

/s/
Karen Bass
Member of Congress

/s/
David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

/s/
Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

/s/
Val Demings
Member of Congress

/s/
Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

/s/
Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

/s/

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson

Member of Congress

/s/
Hakeem Jefftries
Member of Congress

/s/
Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

/s/
Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

/s/
J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

/s/
Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

/s/
Lucy McBath
Member of Congress



/s/
Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

/s/
Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

/s/
Mondaire Jones
Member of Congress

/s/
Cori Bush
Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable Anthony Blinken, Secretary of State
The Honorable Jim Jordan, Ranking Member, House Judiciary Committee

The Honorable Tom McClintock, Ranking Member, House Subcommittee on
Immigration and Citizenship





