
 

January 4, 2024 

 

The Honorable Deanne Criswell 

Administrator 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

500 C Street SW 

Washington, DC 20024 

 

Dear Administrator Criswell: 

  

We write in support of the Santa Clara Valley Water District’s (Valley Water) application under 

the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program to construct the Coyote 

Creek Flood Protection Project (CCFPP). 

  

According to Valley Water’s application, Valley Water is undertaking the CCFPP to improve a 

stretch of Coyote Creek that is particularly vulnerable to flooding during storm events. The 

watershed has flooded in the past, most recently during a series of storms in February 2017 that 

caused 14,000 of our constituents in San José to be under mandatory evacuation. Valley Water is 

seeking this federal funding to supplement its other funding sources and ensure that the project 

can be designed and constructed without delay. 

  

The CCFPP will install approximately 14,000 linear feet of floodwall and levee improvements 

that would provide flood risk reduction up to the level of a 20-year event (5% chance in any 

given year), roughly what was experienced in 2017. A significant portion of the beneficiaries of 

this protection reside in disadvantaged communities as identified as part of the White House’s 

Justice40 Initiative. The design incorporates several nature-based solutions including vegetated 

berms, riparian plantings, and offset floodwalls that utilize existing park environments as “green 

screening.” The project also incorporates passive barriers at openings in the floodwalls that self-

activate to rise during flooding events but remain down the rest of the time to allow the 

communities we represent continued access to the parks and roadways. 

  

We request that you give this application full and fair consideration consistent with all applicable 

laws and regulations. Thank you for your attention to this request. 

  

   Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 Zoe Lofgren     Anna G. Eshoo       Ro Khanna 

 Member of Congress     Member of Congress       Member of Congress 


