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Editorial

Lofgren wins
a round in
privacy ﬁght
No one has worked
harder than San Jose Rep.
Zoe Lofgren to restore
Americans’ right to privacy and to protect Silicon
Valley companies from the
excesses of the National
Security Agency.
Lofgren was a driving
force Thursday in a major
victory for Fourth Amendment supporters. In a
stunning, bipartisan turnabout, the House voted
293-123 to effectively block
the NSA from conducting warrantless backdoor
searches of Americans’
communication devices.
It fundamentally alters
the NSA debate, which
until now has been dominated by California Sen.
Dianne Feinstein’s view
that when it comes to national security, individual
rights go out the window.
The House’s power play affirms the value citizens of
all political beliefs place on
their right to privacy.
As Kentucky Republican Rep. Thomas Massie
told reporters, “The
American people are sick
of being spied on.”
Attempts last month
to rein in the NSA were
cut off by members of
the powerful House and
Senate intelligence committees. But Lofgren
teamed up with Republicans Massie and Rep. Jim
Sensenbrenner, R-Wis.,
to sponsor an amendment
to what they recognized
as another opening in the
2015 defense appropriations bill.
Their amendment bars
the NSA from spending
money to plant devices in
hardware and software
without a warrant and
then accessing private
emails, texts and even data
on people’s whereabouts.

Besides being a personal
affront, trashing U.S.
tech companies’ security
systems has seriously
undermined their ability to
compete in a world market. Asian and European
competitors already are
using it against Silicon Valley products. The damage
to the U.S. economy is
estimated to reach nearly
$200 billion by 2016.
This battle is far from
over, however. In the
Senate, Feinstein will
stand up for the NSA.
The argument is that
limiting the NSA’s access
to citizens’ data makes
the United States more
vulnerable to terrorists.
But no one — not the head
of the NSA, Feinstein nor
even President Barack
Obama — has produced a
shred of evidence that the
surveillance programs are
anything more than fishing
expeditions with virtually
nothing to show for them.
Critics of the House vote
also are carping that this
backdoor run at a budget
amendment allowed too little time to debate an issue
of such magnitude. Point
taken. But the leadership
had prevented the debate
from taking place earlier,
so this was the only chance
to be heard.
The debate really
shouldn’t be complicated.
Privacy is privacy, and
either Americans have a
right to it or they don’t.
By a ratio of nearly
3-to-1, Republican and
Democratic members of
the House on Thursday
voted their support for the
Fourth Amendment right
to privacy. Now Silicon
Valley — and all Americans — should let their
senators know whose side
they’re on.

Readers’ letters
High-quality early
education essential
Budget season in Sacramento is an interesting time
and much of the analysis will
focus on short-term winners
and losers. The governor
and Legislature should be
commended for investing in
the state’s long-term human
capital needs.
The budget Gov. Jerry
Brown signed Friday includes
a $264 million early learning
budget package to improve
existing programs, in addition
to an important long-term
commitment to high-quality
0-5 education for the children
who need it most. Our state
currently serves only half of
eligible preschool-aged children in public programs, and
just 6 percent of the state’s
most vulnerable infants and
toddlers receive high-quality
care and support.
The Silicon Valley Leadership Group and its nearly
400 member companies have
long supported these types
of investments. We know
that playing catch-up is not a
sustainable model. Research
is clear on the positive effects
of high-quality early education
and intervention. Addressing
the opportunity gap today is
imperative to Silicon Valley
and California’s future.
Dennis Cima
Senior Vice President
Silicon Valley Leadership Group

Don’t derail plan to rid
El Camino of blight
I am writing on behalf of 20
other Menlo Park residents
frustrated by the continued
blight on El Camino Real and
it’s impediment to increased
vibrancy of our downtown
area. This blight deprives our
community of a vibrant central
gathering place and additional tax revenue to support
our schools and other civic
services.
The approved Downtown
Specific Plan seeks to end the
blight and improve downtown
vibrancy. Unfortunately, the
plan is now at risk of being
derailed by a small group of
residents via a deeply flawed
initiative, without involvement
from city decision-makers or
the public.
Our community will collect
millions of dollars in taxes and
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fees. People living/working
here would be spending mon
in our downtown, helping ou
small businesses, creating
vibrancy, generating sales
tax revenue, jobs, and other
benefits.
We hoped the very public
DTSP process would finally
our city of this blight. Menlo
Park deserves better.
Jason Pfannens
Menlo P

Electing Cortese won
result in new funding

Some of my neighbors te
me they’re going to vote for
Dave Cortese for San Jose
mayor because he’ll “make
peace with the unions.”
If you’ve been around
long enough to recognize th
name Carm Grande, you’ll
know that the police officer
association was never run
like The Friends of Joyce E
lington Library. And if you’
recall Carm Grande’s style
leadership, you’ll know that
sometimes there is no such
thing as “making peace wit
the unions.”
I have great admiration
for the San Jose police, and
when conditions allow, I thi
they should get a pay raise.
However, I don’t think that
electing Dave Cortese is go
ing to be a way of finding th
money.
It reminds me of a friend
who’s vacationing in Europe
this summer. Knowing he
was broke, I asked him how
he could manage it. He said

Losing edge in particle physics no sm
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